
Native American Heritage
year-round. It will be leading
some hands-on educational
programs at the Intertribal
Pow Wow in Niceville.

The Indian Temple Mound
Museum is an educational
and cultural institution of
long standing traditions. It’s
mission is to preserve, inter-
pret and present the prehisto-
ry and history of the Fort
Walton Beach community
and Northwest Florida from
12,000 B.C. through the 1950's
to students, citizens and visi-
tors through exhibits, educa-
tional programs, publications
and special events.

In 1962 the Indian Temple
Mound Museum opened as
the first municipally owned
and operated museum in the
State of Florida. The current
museum building opened to
the public in 1972 and is locat-
ed on Highway 98 in the heart
of historic downtown Fort
Walton Beach, Florida.

The museum houses inter-
pretative exhibits depicting
12,000 years of Native
American occupation. Over
6,000 artifacts of stone, bone,
clay and shell are here, as well
as the finest collection of Fort
Walton Period ceramics in the
Southeastern United States.
Exhibits also include artifacts
from the European Explorers,
local pirates, Civil War sol-
diers and early settlers.

Exhibits depict the four
prehistoric cultural time peri-
ods whose artifacts have been
recovered in the Northwest
Florida region. The Paleo,
Archaic, Woodland and
Mississippian exhibits tell the
story of these people and
their life ways.

The prehistoric temple

mound, located on the muse-
um grounds, represents one
of the most outstanding arti-
facts left by the early inhabi-
tants of this community. Built
as a ceremonial and political
center by the Mound Builder
Culture between 800-
1400AD, this mound is the
largest on salt water and pos-
sibly the largest prehistoric
earthwork on the Gulf Coast.
The Fort Walton Temple
Mound stands 17 feet tall and
measures 223 feet across its
base. An estimated 500,000
basket loads of earth were
used to create this earthen
structure. In 1964 the Temple
Mound was designated a
National Historic Landmark
and is listed on the National
Historic Register.

The temple, on top of the
mound, was used as the resi-
dence of the leader, a temple
for religious ceremonies, and
a place to direct the activities
of the village. It was and still
is a sacred burial ground.

The museum is located at
107 Miracle Strip Parkway
SW, Fort Walton Beach.
Hours of operation are
Monday through Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. For
more information, call 850-
833-9595.

Pensacola musician
wins Native American
Music Award in Oct.

Pensacola musician Dr.
Michael Brant DeMaria is the
winner of a Native American
Music Award (NAMMY). He
won in the Native Heart cate-
gory for his soundtrack
"Siyotanka: The Legend of the
Flute." 

DeMaria composed and

performed the music for
Pensacola Little Theatre's
2008 production of the same
name. The play, co-written by
Dr. Stephen C. Lott, was
inspired by a traditional
Lakota legend about the cre-
ation of the wooden flute.
The play won seven of PLT's
Crystal Awards including
best original score and per-
formance by DeMaria.

"It was a dream come true
to be at a Native American
Music Awards ceremony as a
NAMMY nominee." DeMaria
said, "To actually win the
NAMMY for Native Heart
was a true joy."

On the soundtrack,
DeMaria plays a wide variety
of Native American flutes,
drums, keyboards and many
other instruments. Both the
play and the music were
inspired by the Lakota legend
about the discovery of the

Native American wooden
flute, called Siyotanka. 

The Native American
Music Awards were present-
ed on Saturday, October 3,
during a ceremony in
Niagara Falls, New York. The
awards recognize and pro-

mote music and artists
embodying Native American
ideals and instruments. 

In other good news for
DeMaria, the Siyotanka
album is also on the short list
of releases that qualify for a
Grammy nomination. 
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105 GEN.
MERCHANDISE - FURNITURE
BRAND NAME QUEEN SIZE
PILLOWTOP SET, still in plastic, has
factory warranty. Delivery avail.
$195. 850-255-3050
—————————————————
PLUSH MICROFIBER SOFA AND
LOVESEAT – Still new in Box.
Frame has lifetime warranty. Retails
for $1299 – sacrifice for $475. 850-
471-0330.
––––––—————————————
400 TRANSPORTATION -- BOATS 
2003 23/5 ft. 220 SSI Chaparral.
350 cu. in. 300 HP '04 Mercruiser,
very low hours. Dual prop outdrive,
dual axle trailer, AM/FM/CD player
with remote station controls.
$16,600. (251) 753-2730.
—————————————————
SELL YOUR CAR, Boat, RV in
Splash and SAVE! Your ad stays
current the entire month in Splash
and on the website and is google-
searchable. Call (850) 932-8986.
—————————————————
SELL IT IN SPLASH and reach
Northwest Florida’s most qualified
buyers. Just $16 for the entire

month. Call (850) 932-8986
—————————————————
500 PETS
LOST A PET? Check the Santa
Rosa County Animal Shelter at
w w w . c o . s a n t a -
rosa.fl.us/santa_rosa/animals/fea-
tured.html for a list of animals
recently brought to the shelter as
well as photos and videos of adopt-
able pets. (850) 983-4680 or 936-
6177 or visit 4451 Pine Forest Rd.,
Milton.
—————————————————
702 REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
ESCAMBIA
SHORT SALE IN BRIDGEWOOD
SUBDIVISION, convenient to UWF,
hospitals, shopping. 3 BR/2BA 2,010
sf home built in 2005. Privacy fence,
sprinkler system. Luxury master
bath, double vanities, walk in clos-
ets. $169,000. ROBERT HAVRILLA
Re/Max on the Coast (850) 450-
7341 MLS# 373034
—————————————————
1100 GARAGE SALES
Interfaith Ministries Thrift Shop now
open Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday, Saturday from 9 AM - 3

PM. Great bargains. All proceeds
used to assist the underserved resi-
dents of Santa Rosa County. Call
934-1688 for information.
—————————————————
1300 SERVICES
SAVE $$$ on Advertising! Run your
classified ad in over 100 Florida
newspapers reaching over 4
MILLION readers for $475 - that is
less than $4 per newspaper. Call
932-8986.
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Your ad in Splash
reaches all the NW Fla.
Military Bases, Visitors

Centers plus hotels,
restaurants and 

attractions.

Call (850) 932-8986 
to advertise.

Native American Heritage

DeMaria performs “"Siyotanka: The Legend of the Flute." His
music won a Native American Music award, and is now in con-
tention to qualify for a Grammy nomination.
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